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. o see ahead a prospect of travel that must carry him ten
thousand miles, and change his way of life for half a year,
and take him more than half out of his profession, is enough
to unsettle any man.   A writer especially is subject to what
the Germans call Reisejieber, meaning not so much the unrest
of travel itself as the restless thought of it before and after.
Actually there is no sort of man who needs unsettling more ;
and a writer who knows himself should be aware of it.   All
this was in my mind at the outset of 1932, when with a play
still running from the previous autumn I could survey the
progress of my own theatre construction each morning and
the plays of fellow-dramatists most evenings of the week,
and wonder to what sort of dramatic scene I should eventu-
ally return.   The panorama unfolded by the outside world
was sinister enough.   "We had suffered a chain of economic
collapses on our minor European scale : in the immediate
present was some greater American disturbance, vaguely
understood on our side :  the future darkened as it grew
increasingly political.
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